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really responsible for these seditious utterances remain undetected, . . It is evident that, if the law cannot reach the more guilty persons, it should be, and we have little doubt it will be, amended " This defect of the law was at once brought to the notice of the Government of India But it is not yet amended
The difficulty has been met, for the present at least, by the law giving power of confiscation of presses and suppression of papers. But no Act should be allowed to remain m itself so ineffective as this law of legistration of 1867 has been proved to be The Goveinment is responsible for taking the necessary measures to prevent ignoiant people from being incited to crimes which must tend to convert wise and gracious government into a series of acts of repiession which may involve, and have involved bloodshed, loss of propeity, and serious injury to innocent and irresponsible persons, not to speak of the possibility of the temporary subversion of government altogether in certain tracts. It is not severer measures against the Press that are necessary the existing law is adequate in that respect What is required is to fix responsibility on the right persons.
It is most undesirable to make the law more strict than is necessaiy, for it is very important to India to have the means of ventilating grievances, exposing abuses, and giving expression to the opinions even of small sections of the community. But it is, on the other hand, as experience has now fully shown, absolutely essential to restrain the licentious section of the Press from the dissemination of such literatuie as has poisoned the minds of not a few, and bi ought about a state of things which tends to separate the officeis of Government from the people, and make effective administration hardly possible The best way to do this is not by devising exceptional procedure, but by making men realise their responsibility under the ordinary law The men really responsible should have their responsibility fixed ; and the lesson of responsibility should be taught in a way that will make it clear to everybody.